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Pope's Message

Dear brothers and sisters!
1. Once more, the Lord 
grants us the grace of 
celebrating the mystery of 
his birth. Each year, 
kneeling before the Child lying in the 
manger (cf. Lk 2:12), we can look at our 
lives in this special light. It is not the light 
of the glory of this world, but “the true 
light, which enlightens everyone” (Jn 
1:9). The humility of the Son of God who 
partook of our human condition is, for us, 
a lesson in seeing things as they really are. 
Just as he chose poverty, which is not 
merely the absence of wealth, but utter 
simplicity, so too, each of us is called to 
return to what is essential in our own lives, 
to discard all that is superfluous and a 
potential hindrance on the path of 
holiness. And that path of holiness is non-
negotiable.
2. At the same time, we need to realize 
clearly that in reviewing our lives and our 
past, we should always begin with the 
remembrance of all the good we have 
known. For only when we are conscious of 
the Lord's goodness to us can we also give 
a name to the evil that we have 
experienced or endured. The realization of 
our poverty, without the realization of 
God's love, would crush us. Consequently, 
the interior attitude that we should deem 
most important is gratitude. The Gospel, 
to explain this gratitude, recounts the story 
of the ten lepers who were all healed by 
Jesus; yet only one of them, a Samaritan, 
returned to thank him (cf. Lk 17:11-19). 
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His act of thanksgiving obtained for him, in addition to his 
physical healing, complete salvation (cf. v. 19). His encounter 
with the goodness bestowed on him by God was not 
superficial; it touched his very heart. That is how it is: without a 
constant exercise of gratitude, we would end up simply 
cataloguing our failures and lose sight of what counts most: the 
graces that the Lord grants us each day.
3. Much has happened in the course of this year and, before 
anything else, we want to thank the Lord for all his blessings. 
Yet we hope that among those blessings is that of our 
conversion. Conversion is a never-ending story. The worst 
thing that could happen to us is to think that we are no longer in 
need of conversion, either as individuals or as a community. To 
be converted is to learn ever anew how to take the Gospel 
message seriously and to put it into practice in our lives. It is 
not simply about avoiding evil but doing all the good that we 
can. That is what it means to be converted. Where the Gospel is 
concerned, we are always like children needing to learn. The 
illusion that we have learned everything makes us fall into 
spiritual pride.

This year marked the sixtieth anniversary of the opening of 
the Second Vatican Council. What was the Council if not a 
great moment of conversion for the entire Church? As Saint 
John XXIII observed: “The Gospel does not change; it is we 
who begin to understand it more fully”. The conversion that 
the Council sparked was an effort to understand the Gospel 
more fully and to make it relevant, living and effective in our 
time. As had happened many other times in the Church's 
history, so too in our own time, we felt called, as a community 
of believers, to conversion. This process is far from complete. 
Our current reflection on the Church's synodality is the fruit of 
our conviction that the process of understanding Christ's 
message never ends, but constantly challenges us.

The contrary of conversion is “immobility”, the secret 
belief that we have nothing else to learn from the Gospel. This 
is the error of trying to crystallize the message of Jesus in a 
single, perennially valid form. Instead, its form must be 
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capable of constantly changing, so that its substance can 
remain constantly the same. True heresy consists not only in 
preaching another gospel (cf. Gal 1:9), as Saint Paul told us, 
but also in ceasing to translate its message into today's 
languages and ways of thinking, which is precisely what the 
Apostle of the Gentiles did. To preserve means to keep alive 
and not to imprison the message of Christ.
4. The true problem, however, and it is one that we often 
overlook, is that conversion does not only make us aware of 
evil so that we can choose the good; it also forces evil to change 
its tactics, to become more insidious, to find new disguises that 
will be hard for us to see through. The battle is real. The 
tempter keeps coming back, disguised, but he comes back. In 
the Gospel, Jesus uses a parable to illustrate how this battle 
takes place at different times and in different ways: “When a 
strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his property is safe. 
But when one stronger than he attacks him and overpowers 
him, he takes away the armour in which he trusted and divides 
his plunder” (Lk 11:21-22). The first major problem is when 
we put too much trust in ourselves, our strategies and our 
programmes. This is the “pelagianism” of which I have often 
spoken. Some of our failures are in fact a grace, for they remind 
us that we should not put our trust in ourselves, but in the Lord 
alone. Some of our failings, also as a Church, are a forceful 
summons to put Christ back at the centre, for, as he says, 
“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not 
gather with me scatters” (Lk 11:23). It is that easy. 

Dear brothers and sisters, it is not enough to condemn evil, 
including the evil that quietly lurks among us. We need to 
respond by choosing to be converted. Mere condemnation can 
give the illusion that we have solved the problem, whereas 
what really counts is making the changes that will ensure that 
we no longer allow ourselves to be imprisoned by evil ways of 
thinking, which are often those of this world. One of the most 
helpful virtues to practice in this regard is the virtue of 
vigilance. Jesus uses a striking example to illustrate the need 
for vigilance, attentiveness to ourselves and to the Church. He 
tells us: “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it 
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wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting place, 
but not finding any, it says, 'I will return to my house from which 
I came'. When it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. Then it 
goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and 
they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is 
worse than the first” (Lk 11:24-26). Our initial conversion 
follows a certain pattern: the evil that we acknowledge and try 
to uproot from our lives does indeed leave us, but we would be 
naïve to think that it will long be gone. In short order, it comes 
back under a new guise. Before, it appeared rough and violent, 
now it shows up as elegant and refined. We need to realize that 
and once again to unmask it. Let me put it this way: they are 
“elegant demons”: they enter smoothly, without our even being 
conscious of them. Only the daily practice of the examination of 
conscience can enable us to be aware of them. Hence the 
importance of the examination of conscience, to keep watch 
over our house.

In the seventeenth century, for example, there was the well-
known case of the nuns of Port Royal. One of their abbesses, 
Mère Angélique, had begun well; she had “charismatically” 
reformed herself and her monastery, even banishing parents 
from the cloister. She was a very gifted woman, born to govern, 
but then she became the soul of the Jansenist resistance, 
intransigent and unbending even in the face of ecclesiastical 
authority. Of her and her nuns, it was said that they were “pure 
as angels and proud as demons”. They had cast out the demon, 
but he had returned seven times stronger, and under the guise of 
austerity and rigour he had introduced rigidity and the 
presumption that they were better than others. The demon, once 
cast out, always returns; albeit under another guise, but he does 
return. Let us be attentive!
5. In the Gospel, Jesus tells many parables aimed at the 
righteous, the scribes and the Pharisees, in order to unmask their 
illusion of feeling themselves just and despising others (cf. Lk 
18:9). For example, in the so-called parables of mercy (cf. Lk 
15), he tells the stories of the lost sheep and of the younger son 
of that poor father, who considers himself treated as dead 
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precisely by the latter. These parables remind us that the first 
way to sin is to go off, to go astray, and to do what is clearly 
wrong. Yet these parables also include those of the lost drachma 
and the elder son. These parables hit the mark: we can be lost 
even at home, like the coin of that woman, and we can be 
unhappy even while formally remaining faithful to our duties, 
like the elder son of the merciful father. For those who set out 
and go astray, it is easy to recognize how far they have 
wandered; for those who remain at home, it is not easy to 
appreciate the hell they are living in, convinced that they are 
mere victims, treated unjustly by constituted authority and, in 
the last analysis, by God himself. How often this happens here, 
at home!

Dear brothers and dear sisters, all of us have had the 
experience of getting lost, like that sheep, or of leaving God 
behind, like that younger son. These sins have caused us 
humiliation and for this very reason, by God's grace, we were 
able to face them squarely. At this time in our lives, we need to 
pay greater attention to the fact that, in a formal sense, we are 
now living “at home”, within the walls of the institution, in the 
service of the Holy See, at the heart of the Church. Precisely for 
this reason, we could easily fall into the temptation of thinking 
we are safe, better than others, no longer in need of conversion. 
Yet we are in greater danger than all others, because we are 
beset by the “elegant demon”, who does not make a loud 
entrance, but comes with flowers in his hand. Pardon me, 
brothers and sisters, if at times I say things that may sound harsh 
and pointed; it is not because I don't believe in the value of 
kindness and persuasion. Rather, it is because it is good to keep 
our caresses for the weary and the oppressed, and to have the 
courage to “afflict the comfortable”, as the Servant of God Don 
Tonino Bello liked to say. For there are times when the comfort 
they enjoy is only the deception of the devil and not a gift of the 
Spirit.
6. I would like to say one last word about the subject of peace. 
Among the titles that the prophet Isaiah gives the Messiah is 
that of “Prince of Peace” (9:5). Never as at this time have we felt 
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so great a desire for peace. I think of war-torn Ukraine, but also 
of the many ongoing conflicts in different parts of our world. 
War and violence are always a catastrophe. Religion must not 
lend itself to fueling conflicts. The Gospel is always a Gospel 
of peace, and in the name of no God can one declare a war to be 
“holy”. Wherever death, division, conflict and innocent 
suffering reign, there we can recognize only the crucified 
Jesus. At this time, it is precisely to those who are suffering 
most greatly that I would like our thoughts to turn. We can be 
helped by the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who from his 
prison cell wrote: “Viewed from a Christian perspective, 
Christmas in a prison cell can, of course, hardly be considered 
particularly problematic. Most likely, many of those in this 
building will celebrate a more meaningful and authentic 
Christmas than in places where it is celebrated in name only. 
That misery, sorrow, poverty, loneliness, helplessness and guilt 
mean something quite different in the eyes of God than 
according to human judgement; that God turns towards the 
very places from which men turn away; that Christ was born in 
a stable because there was no room for him in the inn – a 
prisoner grasps this better than others, and for him this is truly 
good news” (Letters and Papers from Prison, Letter to his 
Parents, 17 December 1943).
7. Dear brothers and dear sisters, the culture of peace is not 
built up solely between peoples and nations. It begins in the 
heart of every one of us. Anguished as we are by the spread of 
wars and violence, we can and must make our own contribution 
to peace by striving to uproot from our hearts all hatred and 
resentment towards the brothers and sisters with whom we live. 
In the Letter to the Ephesians, we read these words, which are 
also found in the Office of Compline: “Put away from you all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, 
together with all malice, and be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 
forgiven you” (4:31-32). Let us ask ourselves: How much 
bitterness do we have in our hearts? What is feeding it? What is 
the source of the indignation that so often creates distances 
between us and fuels anger and resentment? Why is it that 
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backbiting in all its forms becomes our only way of talking 
about the things around us? If we truly want the din of war to 
cease and give way to peace, then each of us ought to begin with 
himself or herself. Saint Paul clearly tells us that kindliness, 
mercy and forgiveness are our medicine for building peace.

Kindliness means always choosing goodness in our way of 
relating with one another. Besides the violence of arms, there is 
also verbal violence, psychological violence, the violence of the 
abuse of power and the hidden violence of gossip, all of which 
are so deeply harmful and destructive. In the presence of the 
Prince of Peace who comes into the world, let us lay aside all 
weapons of every kind. May none of us profit from his or her 
position and role in order to demean others.

Mercy means accepting the fact that others also have their 
limits. Here too, it is fair to accept that individuals and 
institutions, precisely because they are human, are also limited. 
A Church that is pure and for the pure is only a return to the 
heresy of Catharism. Were that the case, the Gospel and the 
Bible as a whole would not have told us of limitations and 
shortcomings of many of those whom today we acknowledge as 
saints.

Finally, forgiveness means always giving others a second 
chance, in the realization that we become saints by fits and 
starts. God does this with every one of us; he keeps forgiving us; 
he keeps putting us back on our feet; he always gives us another 
chance. We ought to do the same. Brothers and sisters, God 
never tires of forgiving; we are the ones who tire of asking 
forgiveness.

For every war to end, forgiveness is required. Otherwise, 
justice becomes vengeance, and love is seen only as a form of 
weakness God became a Child, and that Child, once grown, let 
himself be nailed on a cross. There is nothing weaker than one 
who is crucified, yet that weakness became the demonstration 
of God's supreme power. In forgiveness, God's power is always 
at work. May gratitude, conversion and peace thus be the gifts 
of this Christmas.
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Dear Rev.Fathers, Religious and laity,

Greetings of New Year to you all. God has given us a new 
year. We thank God for the gift of this new year. I take this 
opportunity to wish you all a Happy and peaceful New Year, 
filled with God's manifold blessings. May the Babe of 
Bethlehem bless you all throughout the year 2023. I shall 
accompany you with my prayers. I solicit your valuable prayers 
for me. Many of dear ones, friends, kith and kin, relatives etc. 
are not given the chance of seeing this new year. The good Lord, 
in His Generosity, has given us an opportunity to enter into the 
year  2023 and to live our lives. While thanking the Lord for this 
precious gift, we shall be faithful to Him in living a good 
Christian life. During this year, we shall resolve that we give 
importance to family prayer. In stead of spending much time at 
the television programmes, let us allot some time in the 
evening, preferably before supper, to pray together and have 
our supper as a family. Since we stop our family prayer and 
coming together for meals, we live like strangers at home and 
without God's blessings. We shall earnestly cultivate this 
practice of praying together at home. Our prayers will bring 
peace and tranquility to us. 

The Church celebrates the solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
Jesus, on 1st of January. First among the saints, as she is the 
mother of Jesus, mother of us all. Let us imitate her faith and let 
her life be a role model for our spiritual lives. She is a powerful 
intercessor and as such, we shall go to her during our joys, 
sorrows, failures, pain etc., She will plead for us to her son 
Jesus Christ. Let us be reminded of the miracle of Cana.

May I request you my dear priests, to commit  yourselves to 
your ministry more fervently and enthusiastically than before. 
God bless you and your pastoral care throughout the year 2023.

Bishop's Message

Yours devotedly in Christ,
+L. Thomas Aquinas

Bishop of Coimbatore
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Bishop's Engagements

01.01.2023

Sun/Midnight  

04.01.2023

Wed / Eve

06.01.2023

Fri / Mor

07.01.2023

Sat / Mor

Eve

08.01.2023

Sun / Mor

13.01.2023

Fri  / Mor

15.01.2023

Sun / Mor

17.01.2023

        to 

19.01.2023

20.01.2023

Fri  / Eve        

21.01.2023

Sat  / Mor        

 Eve

22.01.2023

Sun  / Mor

23.01.2023

       to

31.01.2023

New Year Mass

Journey for Peace

Inter-Religious Meet

Sports Day

First Saturday Mass 

First Saturday Mass

Feast Mass

Diocesan Pastoral Council 

Meeting 

Holy Communion and 

Confirmation

TNBC Meeting

Annual Day Celebration

School Teachers Retreat

Golden Jubilee Mass & 

Celebration

Feast Mass, Communion & 

Confirmation

CCBI Meeting

St. Michael's Cathedral

Mahathma Gandhi 

Museum, Chettipalayam

St. John Bosco Matric. Hr. 

Sec. School, Goundampalayam

Holy Rosary Basilica, 

Karumathampatti

Cathedral Grotto

Infant Jesus Shrine,

Kovaipudur 

Jeeva Jothi

St. Mary's Church, 

Erode Town

Tuticorin

St. Joseph's Mat. Hr. Sec. 

School, Ondipudur

St. Joseph's Mat. Hr. Sec. 

School, Ondipudur

Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel Church, Carmel Nagar

St. Sebastian's Church, 

Sitra

Bangalore

Date/Time Programme Place



From Vicar General's Desk

MEDICAL FUND PAID 
FROM 28.11.2022 TO 16.12.2022

1 TIRUPUR PARISH - ST. CATHERINE 10,000.00

2 RATHINAPURI PARISH  10,000.00

3 METTUPALAYAM PARISH - 

ST. ANTONY'S                                        10,000.00

4 AKKARAIKODIVERY PARISH 10,000.00

5   KANNAMPALAYAM PARISH  10,000.00 

SL.NO        PARISH                                           AMOUNT

In this month of January, our monthly recollection will 
take place on the Vicariate level.

10

Total          50,000.00

THE FIDES EDUCATION TRUST

PARISH ALLOTMENT DETAILS - 2022

1 Rev. Fr. Joy Jayaseelan AIRPORT-S SITRA 15,500.00 3
2 Rev. Fr. Mathew Judepaul AKKARAIKODIVERY 12,000.00 2
3 Rev. Fr. Francis Gerard ARAVAKURICHI 25,000.00 4
4 Rev. Fr. A.T.S. Kennady AVINASHI 10,500.00 3
5 Rev. Fr. Ignasimuthu Premkumar BHAVANISAGAR 20,000.00 5
6 Rev. Fr. George Dhanasekar CATHEDRAL 22,500.00 5
7 Rev. Fr. Peter Mariadass CHERAN MA NAGAR 7,000.00 2

S.No.         Parish Priest and 
Parish

Amount No of 
Students
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8 Rev. Fr. L. Kanakaraj DHARAPURAM 5,000.00 1
9 Rev. Fr. Arokia YudhaThatheus, 

        ERODE RAILWAY COLONY 37,000.00 7
10 Rev. Fr. Maria Antony GANDHIPURAM 6,000.00 1
11 Rev. Fr. Ananda Kumar IYERPADI 6,000.00 1
12 Rev. Fr. Victor Paulraj JOTHIPURAM 15,000.00 5
13 Rev. Fr. D.Antony Jesuraj KANNAMPALAYAM 46,000.00 11
14 Rev. Fr. Arokiaraj Stephen, KARUMATHAMPATTI 35,500.00 9
15 Rev. Fr. Jesudass GOUNDAMPALAYAM 22,500.00 5
16 Rev. Fr. Thadeaues Amaldass, KATTOOR 26,500.00 5
17 Rev. Fr. A.M.A. Lawrence KARUR 53,500.00 13
18 Rev. Fr. Irudayaraj Xavier, KANGAYAM 22,500.00 5
19 Rev. Fr. Irudhaya Joseph Raj, KILAMPADI 3,500.00 1
20 Rev. Fr. Xavier Cladius KOMARAPALAYAM 3,500.00 1
21 Rev. Fr. Antony Vinod, KOVAIPUDUR 7,000.00 2
22 Rev. Fr. David Alaxander KOLAPPALUR 14,500.00 3
23 Rev. Fr. Lourdu Alexis Xavier KUNIAMUTHUR 27,500.00 5
24 Rev. Fr. Alex Antony Samy MADATHUKULAM 25,500.00 6
25 Rev. Fr. Hendry Lawrence,METTUPALAYAM Antony's 35,500.00 9
26 Rev. Fr. Francis Rosario, METTUPALAYAM Grotto 34,500.00 7
27 Rev. Fr. Maria Antony Paul MUDIS 13,000.00 3
28 Rev. Fr. D. Arokia Samy ONDIPUDUR 44,500.00 12
29 Rev. Fr. Joseph Sagayam, O.K. MANDAPAM 25,500.00 5
30 Rev. Fr. Arul Jabamalai Raj, PALLADAM 38,000.00 9
31 Rev. Fr. Kulandaisamy, PALLAPALAYAM 50,500.00 13
32 Rev. Fr. Sebastian Durai PODANUR - SIDCO 32,000.00 7
33 Rev. Fr. Jacob POLLACHI 3,500.00 1
34 Rev. Fr. Rayappan PULIAKULAM 112,500.00 30
35 Rev. Fr. Victor Antonyraj, PUCKLIPALAYAM 16,500.00 4
36 Rev. Fr. P.Antony Ganapragasam, PULIYUR 3,500.00 1
37 Rev. Fr. Lazar Sundarraj PUGALUR 9,500.00 2
38 Rev. Fr. Justin Xavier Raj PERUNTHURAI 19,000.00 4
39 Rev. Fr. Pitchaimuthu PASUPATHIPALAYAM 29,500.00 7
40 Rev. Fr. Joseph Dhanraj RATHINAPURI 44,000.00 10
41 Rev. Fr. Thadaeus Paulraj R.S.PURAM 16,500.00 4
42 Rev. Fr. Arul Obagaram RAMANATHAPURAM 34,500.00 7
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43 Rev. Fr. Patrick Irudayaraj SELVAPURAM 38,000.00 9
44 Rev. Fr. George Sagayaraj SHOLAYAR DAM 3,500.00 1
45 Rev. Fr. Lourdu Irudayaraj SIRUMUGAI 9,500.00 2
46 Rev. Fr. Rosario Vinod MARIANALLUR 30,500.00 8
47 Rev. Fr. K.M.C. Arun SOMANUR 30,500.00 8
48 Rev. Fr. Maria Joseph SOWRIPALAYAM CBE 72,000.00 17
49 Rev. Fr. Joseph Suthakar SULUR 15,500.00 3
50 Rev. Fr. Philip TIRUPUR - JOSEPH'S 50,500.00 13
51 Rev. Fr. Hyacinth TIRUPUR - St. CATHRINE 34,500.00 8
52 Rev. Fr. Sebastin Maria Sundaram TIRUPUR -Nallur40,500.00 9
53 Rev. Fr. Valsas Edward Vimal VADAVALLI 6,000.00 1
54 Rev. Fr. Tellis Roch VALIPALAYAM 10,500.00 3
55 Rev. Fr. Jegan Antony VALPARAI 65,000.00 13
56 Rev. Fr. Joseph David, VISUVASAPURAM 24,000.00 5

14,62,500.00        340

Dear Rev. Fathers,
This year (2022)" Coimbatore Fides Education Trust" has 

disbursed a sum of Rs. 14,62,500/- (Rupees Fourteen Lakhs 
Sixty-Two Thousand and Five Hundred only) as scholarship to 
340 out of 513 students of 56 Parishes. The awardees consist of 
109 boys and 231 girls.

The cadre wise split-up details of the awardees are given 
below:
I. Ph.D & Research Scholars:

Ph.D : 3
Total : 3 x Rs. 9,000   =Rs. 27,000

II. M.Phil & P.G. in Professional Course:
M.Phil nil

III. PG & Professional Courses:
M.A., M.Sc., M.Com., MCA., MBA, MSW. :45
B.E., B.Tech., B.Sc.(Agri), B.D.S :                 47 

  Total   92     x Rs. 6,000=Rs. 5,52,000
IV. PARAMEDICALS:

BPT., B.Sc.(OT & AT ), B(Pharm)
B.Sc.(Nur)., B.Sc.(Lab Asst).,  : 19

 Total 19 xRs. 5,000=Rs. 95,000
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V. UG & Diploma Courses:
B.A., B.Sc., B.Com., B.C.A., BBA., B.Ed. : 203
General Nursing (DGNM)5
Polytechnic : 17
Total : 225 x Rs. 3,500     =  Rs. 7,87,500

VI. CERTIFICATE COURSES :
ITI : 1
Total : 1    x   Rs. 1,000   =  Rs. 1,000

             GRAND TOTAL = Rs. 14, 62,500

The Parish Priests are requested to send back the duly 
signed in Vouchers of the students along with the 
acknowledgement receipts on or before 31st, January 2023.

 

Yours fraternally,
V. Rev. Fr John Joseph Stanis,

Secretary to the Trust

mUl;gzp ika nra;jpfs;

jpUkzj; jahhpg;G fUj;jkh;T:       
  brk;gh;; khjk; (10>11.12.2022) Mfpa Njjpfspy; jpUkzj; 
jahhpg;Gf; fUj;jkh;T [PtN[hjp mUl;gzp ikaj;jpy; 
eilngw;wJ. 11.12.22 Qhapw;Wf; fpoik ngw;NwhUf;fhd 
fUj;jkh;T eilngw;wJ.

mLj;j jpUkzj; jahhpg;G fUj;jkh;T eilngWk; ehs;:
[dthp khjk; (07.01.2023 - 08.01.2023)

gzpf;FO nrayh;fspd; Mz;Lf;$l;lk;:
  brk;gh; 15 Mk; Njjp gzpf;FO nrayh;fspd; Mz;Lf;$l;lk; 
kw;Wk; fpwp];k]; tpoh ekJ NkjF. Mah; jiyikapy; 
[PtN[hjp mUl;gzp ikaj;jpy; eilngw;wJ. ,f;$l;lj;jpw;F 
ekJ kiwkhtl;l Kjd;ik FU mth;fs; Kd;dpiy tFj;J 
ciuahw;wpdhh;. gzpf;FO nrayh; je;ijah;fs; jq;fs; xU 
tUl Mz;L mwpf;ifia Mah; Kd; rkh;gpj;jhh;fs;. tUfpd;w 
Mz;L kiwkhtl;l tsh;r;rpf;fhd nray; jpl;lq;fs; 
fye;jhNyhrpf;fg;gl;ld. Mah; mth;fs; mjw;fhd fUj;Jf;fis 
toq;fpdhh;. 
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md;gpa gzpf;FO:
 18.12.22 md;W Nkl;Lghisak; kiwtl;lj;jpy; cs;s Nrud; 
khefh; md;id Ntshq;fz;zp Myaj;jpy; md;gpa 
nghWg;ghsh;fSf;fhd Njh;jy; md;gpa fsg;gzpahsh;fshy; 
elj;jg;gl;L md;gpa nghWg;ghsh;fs; Njh;T nra;ag;gl;lhh;fs;.
ngz;fs; gzpf;FO:
 26.12.22 md;W ,af;Fdh; je;ij kw;Wk; ngz;fs; gzpf;FO 
nrayh; mUl;rNfhjup. nu[pdh kw;Wk; gzpf;FO cWg;gpdh;fs; 
midtUk; ,ize;J nghs;shr;rp; nrd;whk; ghisak; nrd;W 
mq;F cs;s ehpFwt ,d kf;fSf;F kspif nghUl;fs; kw;Wk; 
Nff;Ffs; toq;fp fpwp];J gpwg;G tpohit nfhz;lhbdhh;fs;.

mUl;gzp.N[h.nry;tuh[;> 
,af;Fdu;.

 ,g;gbf;F>

Education Commission

A Special meeting was conducted by the Superintendent 
of RC Schools on 05.12.2022 at St Michael's Matriculation 
School , Coimbatore, to guide the Matriculation and Self 
Financing Schools regarding the preparation of accounts to 
be submitted to the Private School Fee determination 
Committee. 

Rev.Fr.R.Kirubakaranathan, Rev.Fr.G.Edward 
Gnanasekar, Rev.Fr.A.Pitchai Robert,  Rev.Fr.S. 
Gnanapragasam, accountants from these Schools and   
accountants from St Michael's Matriculation School, 
Coimbatore, St. Mary's High School, Gandhipuram, St. 
Joseph's Middle School, Kalliampudur, St. Paul's Nursery &  
Primary School, Rathinapuri participated in the meeting. The 
Superintendent of RC Schools clarified various doubts asked 
by the Participants. The account is to be submitted to the 

th
committee on or before 20  April 2023.  

Yours Brotherly,
Rev. Fr. Dr. A. Maria Joseph,
 Superintendent of RC Schools
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Bible Commission
rd th

On Saturday and Sunday, 3  and 4  December 2022, Bible 
Seminar cum Retreat was conducted at the Church of St. 
Benedict, Aasir Puram. On Saturday evening, Mother Mary's 
role in the history of Salvation and Marian Devotion were 
explained to the lay faithful during the sermon, followed by a 
Marian Car Procession. On Sunday, two talks based on the 
history of Salvation and Confession were conducted, followed 
by Rite of Reconciliation. This event concluded with the 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the Holy Mass. 
Congratulations to Rev. Fr. G. M. Albert MMI and the 
parishioners.

th
On Sunday 11  December, 2022, in view of Christmas, the 

role of John the Baptist, the differences between the Baptism 
of John the Baptist and the Sacrament of Baptism were 
explained to the lay faithful at the Church of St. Paul, 
Rathinapuri. Congratulations to Fr. Joseph Dhanaraj and the 
parishioners.

Bible Commission is happy to inform you that the Fifth 
Class of the Fourth Cycle of Certificate Course was conducted 

th
on Sunday 18  December, 2022 at Jeeva Jyothi Ashram, 
Coimbatore. There were 105 participants. Fr. C. Lawrence 
conducted all four sessions. He started the session with a recap 
from the previous classes and then gave a detailed explanation 
of St. Paul's letter to the Romans and the three Pastoral letters.  
He also explained in detail the Infancy Narratives in view of 
Christmas. The significance of this class was marked by the 
arrival of His Excellency Most. Rev. Dr. L. Thomas Aquinas, 
Bishop of Coimbatore. In his address, he insisted upon two 
significant points: (i) “Immanuel”, God with us and the 
(ii)“Importance of Prayer” in our life to bear witness to Christ 
amidst growing religious fundamentalism. He also presented 
the gifts to the volunteers.
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Rev. Fr. J. Antony Selvaraj, Director, Pastoral Centre was 
also present. In his speech, he said that the current scenario 
may be intimidating to Christians, however we should be 
courageous and faithful. Our prayer and faith will change the 
times. He also invited the participants to join the forthcoming 
communal adoration and the ministry of evangelization.  
Finally, Fr. C. Lawrence responded to the queries of the 
participants. The Christmas cake was distributed to all the 
participants. The Bible class was concluded with the Holy 
Eucharist. After the Holy Mass, a few of the participants along 
with Fr. C. Lawrence visited the senior priests in the Priests' 
residence and wished them Merry Christmas. It was an 
enriching experience for the participants.  Bible commission 
extends sincere thanks to His Excellency Most. Rev. Dr. L. 
Thomas Aquinas, Rev. Fr. J. Antony Selvaraj, Donors, Mr. 
Leo, Mrs. Rani, Mrs. Julie and all the volunteers for their 
service. Glory be to God!

Rev. Fr. C. Lawrence
Secretary, Bible Commission

Youth Commission
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Rev. Fr. S. Gnana Pragasam,
Director, CDYC

VOICE TRUST PROJECT- Eco – Women Farmers Agri 
business recovery after Covid-19 project
Ø Phase -1 was completed successfully in 2021. We are 
selected for the Phase-11 of this project.
Ø N a m e d  a s  ' I N T E G R AT E D  S U S TA I B A L E  
AGRICULTURE' (ISAG) – during the second phase of this 
project insisted about 'Eco – Women Farmers Agri business 
recovery after Covid-19' project.
Ø Mrs. Jayanthi attended the Phase-II meeting Consultation 
on Continuity Projects for 14 /V/ Groups - ISAG on 30.11.22 at 
Trichy.

th
Ø Project proposal was submitted on 10  of  December.
FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAME
Ø Completed cluster level meeting for Yearly Activity 
Planning 2022-2023. The meeting was conducted in Somanur, 
Pollachi and Kinathukadavu regions. 
Ø Activity planning was conducted for the 54 partner families 
from three regions through house visits.
Ø Totally 49 activity planning were uploaded in the DDMS.
Ø Graduated familys' data were collected and the progress 
report was uploaded in DDMS.
Ø 9 Graduated familys' last fund was received and activity 
completion report was submitted in DDMS. 

News from CMSSS
Dear brothers and sisters,
Christmas wishes and peace unto you!
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Ø Partner families migrated from operational areas due to 
various reasons were submitted with their cancel letters in 
DDMS.
Ø Christmas greeting cards were purchased and got signature 
from partner families and were sent by mail post to 151 
benefactors.
Ø New family identification and selection process was carried 
out for 23 families and selected 23 familys' applications were 
uploaded in the DDMS. 
Ø Project progress had been updated in the weekly and 
monthly reports to SAFPI. 

Cluster Level Meeting at Somanur, Pollachi & Kinthukdavu 

Activity Planning House visit 
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CARITAS PRAGUE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
Ø Christmas and New Year greetings have been sent for 120 

donors.
Ø Three new children Jouvina, Kenshika and Shamni Joshika 

have got their donors.
Ø Riyana Scarlet, Pollachi, has received a greeting with a 

small gift.
Ø Sri Harikaran of Kinathukadvu, has received a gift pack 

containing chocolates, greetings and sketch pens.
Ø M Kavya from Kinathukadvu, has also received a greeting 

with Christmas greetings, sketch pens and chocolates.
KOLPING INDIA
ACTIVITIES
Ø Coordination Meeting   

National level coordinators 
meeting for the year 2022 was held on 

th th7  & 8  of December at Manapakkam, 
Chennai. Mr. Marathu Pandian our 
new Kolping Coordinator of 
Coimbatore region, attended the 
meeting. Next phase for Kolping 

project, for the year, 2023-2025 was discussed and all south 

New Family Selection Cluster Meeting 

New Family Selection Field Visit
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region coordinators along with the Directors attended the 
meeting and shared their innovative ideas and suggestions for 
upcoming phase. They also put forth the difficulties which they 
had faced during this phase and also shared alternative ideas to 
rectify those difficulties in upcoming years. Lots of ideas were 
shared in the meeting. 
Ø Skill Training on Individual and Collective Income 
Generation Activities

Training on individual 
and collective Income 
Generation activities was 
organised in Pollachi 
region for the members 
of Kolping. The resource 
person Mrs. Maheshwari 
gave a brief orientation 

about income generation activities. Members have learnt the 
different types of strategies, financial budget planning and 
business administration. Members also had a good interaction 
with the resource person and clarified their doubts. They 
showed their gratitude towards the resource person.
Ø Cleaning garbage's in public places/tourist 
places/pilgrim centers and Advocacy initiatives:

Kolping members and people of 
Panchayat of the Kinathukedavu 
region have cleaned the church 
premises and public places 
enthusiastically. They created an 
awareness to the public through 
their example to clean their areas 
and common public places. 

NEW THRUST – PHASE -VII
New Thrust phase -VII, half - yearly completion report was 

sent and it was acknowledged.
NABFINS

Disbursement of Loan - Joint Liability Groups 
(30.10.2022 to 20.12.2022)
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UDHAYAM WOMEN FEDRATION TRUST
thGoverning Body Meeting - 7  October 2022

Governing body meeting was organized at Pollachi, 
Coimbatore, Anamalai and Valparai  regions. Federation leaders 
shared their activities of the previous month. Loan applications 
were approved and planned to increase the funds in “UWFT”.

Opening of bank account is under process in Valparai region.

Sl. No    Group Name       Village Name       No. of                 Loan
                                                                      Members           Disbursed

1 CMSSS Vennila Vadapudhur 4 1,60,000
2 CMSSS Jeyam Devarampalayam 4 2,00,000
3 CMSSS Vannameengal Pollachi 4 1,60,000
4 CMSSS Gangai Pollachi 4   2,20,000
5 CMSSS Bharathadesam Aliyar Nagar 4  1,60,000
6 CMSSS Mullai Puliyakulam 4    1,60,000
7 CMSSS Sharonin Roja Avinashi 4    1,60,000
8 CMSSS Gnanaoli Avinashi 4    1,60,000

Total 32 13,80,000
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UDHAYAM WOMEN FEDRATION LOAN DISBURMENT  

1 CBE/073/22 P. Daisy Coimbatore 30,000 Small scale -vessels
2 Poll/009/22 Annapoorani Pollachi 45,000 Sanitation
3 Poll/55/22 Gopika Pollachi 45,000 Education
4 Poll/54/22 Lakshmi Pollachi 45,000 Milch animal
5 Poll/067/22 L.Shanthi Pollachi 45,000 Home

Total 2,10,000

UDHAYAM WOMEN FEDRATION TRUST LOAN 
DISBURSEMENT 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION, CHRISTEL HOSTEL 
D AY  C E L E B R AT I O N ,  C O M M U N I T Y  D AY  
CELEBRATION AND STAFF MEMBERS DAY 
CELEBRATION
Ø Celebrations were conducted with great joy, pomp and 

show on 21.12.2022 in CMSSS campus at St. Tereasa's 
Animation center. 

Ø Most Rev Thomas Aquinas presided over the function and 
presented Christmas message and New Year blessings. His 
Lordship, felicitated the general body members, well-
wishers, federation leaders, and DLKF members of 
Kolping and SC/ST commission office bearers.

Ø Msgr Rev.Fr. John Joseph Stanis, appreciated and 
distributed the Christmas gifts to staff-members. 
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Ø Rev. Fr. R.D.E Jerome, Correspondent, Bishop Ambrose 
College of Arts and Science, was awarded the best 
educationalist award for his ardent effort in educating the 
slow learners and motivating the talented to come to the 
forefront. His enthusiasm has pushed the college to NAAC 
B+ +. accreditation.

Ø Rev.Fr. George Dhanasekar, Vicar Forane, St. Michael's 
Cathedral, received the best socio-political representative 
award.    

Ø Mr. Rahul Ram, an industrialist was awarded the best 
entrepreneur award.

Ø Christel hostel crew, entertained the audience with their 
dance performance and Infant melodies rocked with their 
melodies. 

Ø Fr. V. Arun, Executive Director of CMSSS the backbone 
behind this event ended with a note of thanks.

   
   

      

THANKS GIVING DAY
Last working day was celebrated as thanks giving day with 

lunch and sharing of gifts. 
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CMSSS, President, Vice-President and Executive 
Director's kind concern towards welfare of the 
representatives of social service

Most Rev Thomas Aquinas, Bishop of Coimbatore, 
President of CMSSS extended his token of love by honouring 
the staff-members.

Rev. Fr. V. Arun
Director, CMSSS
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News from CEEMA
Dear Rev. Fathers & Sisters,
Greetings from CEEMA!

CEEMA Christmas Celebration

It was the most wonderful time of the year. The function 
started with Most Rev. Dr. Thomes Aquinas (bishop, 
Coimbatore Diocese & president, CEEMA) placing Baby Jesus 
in the crib. Next event was a prayer song and welcome dance by 
Mariyalaya Children's Home, Erode. Mr. Jolly Abraham 
welcomed all guests and well-wishers. Christmas message was 
given by our bishop. Rev. Fr. John Joseph Stanis (V.G & vice 
president of CEEMA), Fr. Joe Francis (treasurer, Coimbatore 
Diocese) 

During this function, CEEMA announced several schemes 
and welfare assistance to the needy and the underprivileged 
people. Christmas and New Year gifts were given to the priests, 
guests and well-wishers of CEEMA. Fr. Pushpanathan thanked 
all guests and invitees. Santa Claus distributed sweets and 
delicious lunch was served to all.

Children Sponsorship Program (CSP)
We have extended CPSP livelihood project with the 

support of Caritas, Prague to the selected families of CPSP 
children. The project aims to provide sustainable livelihood 

th
CEEMA family celebrated Christmas on 11  December 

2022. 

Fr. Pancras Joseph (spiritual priest, Little Sisters of the 
Poor), Fr. S. Pushpanathan (director, CEEMA), Dr. K. Velavan 
(managing director, Erode Cancer Centre) were the chief 
guests.  Volunteers, members of women self-help groups and 
other well-wishers of CEEMA also have attended the function. 
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opportunities to the families. Five families received financial 
assistance for small-scale business, five families with tool kits 
(electrical tool kit, mechanical and welding tool kits) and one 
family with wet grinder for their livelihood in Dharaburam, 
Aravakurichi, and Perundurai. Ten CPSP children received 
nutrition kits. 

Livelihood Project:
With the support of Little 

Way Association, CEEMA had 
distributed 20 goats in Mulanur, 
Tirupur District.
A Help Project

'A Help project' is promoted 
by CEEMA to help the needy and 

t hthe poor people.  On 11  
December 2022, we provided financial 
help for dialysis to a patient and 
supported a cancer patient. 
Sustainable Livelihood Project for 
Dalit Women Farmers:
A. Organic Farming
We had organised three training 
programm

es on organic farming. The 
programmes were conducted at 
Mulanur, Nerur and Perundurai 
Blocks. Women Farmers benefited 
from these training. Mr. R. M. 
Subramanian (professor, Nanda 
Engineering College), Ms. Jeevitha 
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(assistant horticulture officer) and Mr. Parthepan. D (agri. 
officer) were the resource persons.  
B. Distribution of Seeds

We had organised two training programmes on distribution 
of seeds and distributed seeds to 50 women farmers. It was 
conducted at Nerur and Dharapuram Blocks. The resource 
persons were Mr. R. M. Subramanian, Mrs. V. Priya (agri. 
Officer, Seed Science and Technology), and Mrs. Anbuselvi 
(organic farmer).

New Thrust Project:
Exposure visits to model Grama Panchayats):
CEEMA organized a visit to model 
Panchayat in Sadayapalayam 
Panchayat in Kundadam Block, and 
Vadasandhur  Panchaya t  in  
K i n a t h u k a d a v u  B l o c k  i n  
Coimbatore District on 9.12.2022. 
Twenty-six persons took part in it. 
Mrs. Sathiyapraba (Panchayat 
Secretary), Mrs. Anish Parthima 
(Public welfare worker), staff and members from VPRC, CPR 
and MSH of Vadasandhur Panchayat participated. 
'Ezhuvom Iyakkam'- Cancer Care Campaign
Launching of  Ezhuvom Iyakam Project:

Most Rev. Dr. 
Thomes Aquinas, Rev. Fr. John 

Joseph Stanis, Fr. Joe Francis, 

Launching of the project 
"Ezhuvom Iyakkam" Cancer 
Care Campaign - Phase III was 

th
held at CEEMA on 11  December 
2022 along with Christmas 
celebrations. 

Fr. Pancras Joseph, Fr. S. 
Pushpanathan, Dr. K. Velavan were the chief guests. 
Volunteers, women self-help groups and other well-wishers of 
CEEMA attended the programme. Nutrition support was given 
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to 20 cancer patients. A signature campaign was also organized 
in connection with the programme. 70 people participated in 
this programme. 

December 2022

Cancer awareness rally "Ezhuvom Iyakkam" in connection 
th with Cancer Care Campaign was held at Thindal, Erode on 11

. The rally was organized by CEEMA in 
association with Erode Cancer Centre (ECC). It was 
inaugurated by the Most Rev. Dr. Thomes Aquinas. The rally 
started at 9:30 am from Thindal and ended at CEEMA office. 
Fifty people including ECC staff and nurses and SHG members 
participated in the rally. 

“This holiday season, may you and your family experience 
light and laughter.”

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 2023

Fr. S. Pushpanathan 
Director, CEEMA
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01-01-1919 Very Rev.Fr. Rondy V.G
02-01-2019 Rev. Fr. R. Selvaraj
03-01-2018 Rev. Fr. Maria Irudayanathan
06-01-1960 Rev.Fr. Maria Joseph
07-01-1935 Rev.Fr. Paul
07-01-2003 Rev.Fr.S.M.Amaladass
07 -01-2005 Rev.Fr.George Kunnath
09-01-1969 Rev.Fr. G.M.Manuel
13-01-2006 Rev.Fr.Francis Joseph
16-01-1947 Rev.Fr.A.Rathinanather
16-01-1967 Rev.Fr. A.Lazare
16-01-1910 Rev.Fr. E.Perie
17-01-1942 Rev.Fr. A.Collin
18-01-1947 Rev.Fr. A. Dezest
19-01-2016 Rev.Fr. Maria Mudiappan
21-01-1901 Rev.Fr. Maria Savery
22-01-1957 Very Rev.Fr. D.M. Antony V.G 
23-01-1977 Rev.Fr. S.Annasamy
27-01-1921 Rev.Fr.  B.E. Bachelard
31-01-1881 Rev.Fr. Joseph Louis Ravel

May God give them eternal rest 
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gq;fpd; Gs;sptptuq;fs;
2022

gq;fpd; ngaH
1. kf;fs; njhif
Ø fj;Njhypf;f fpwp];j;jtHfspd; vz;zpf;if

Ø gpwrig fpwp];j;jtHfspd; vz;zpf;if

Ø fpwp];j;jtH my;yhjtupd; vz;zpf;if

Ø  fj;Njhypf;f fpwp];j;jtuhf 
 khw gapy;Nthupd; vz;zpf;if

2. 2022y; jpUKOf;F ngw;wtHfspd; tpguk;

Ø 2022y; jpUKOf;F ngw;w xU tajpw;F cl;gl;l 
Foe;ijfspd; vz;zpf;if

Ø 2022y; xUtajpypUe;J VO tajpw;Fs; jpUKOf;F 
ngw;w Foe;ijfspd; vz;zpf;if

Ø 2022y; VO tajpw;F Nky; jpUKOf;F 
ngw;wtHfspd; vz;zpf;if

Ø 2022y; jpUKOf;F ngw;wtHfspd; nkhj;j vz;zpf;if

3. 2022y; cWjpG+Rjy; ngw;wtHfspd; vz;zpf;if

4. 2022y; Kjy; ew;fUiz ngw;wtHfspd; vz;zpf;if

5. 2022y; jpUkzq;fspd; tpguk;
Ø 2022y; gq;fpy; eilngw;w jpUkzq;fspy;> kzkfd;> 

kzkfs; ,UtUNk fj;Njhypf;f jpUmitia 
rhHe;jpUg;gpd;> me;j jpUkzq;fspd; vz;zpf;if

Ø 2022y; gq;fpy; eilngw;w jpUkzq;fspy;> kzkfd; 
my;yJ kzkfs; ,Utupy; ahuhtJ xUtH kl;Lk; 
fj;Njhypf;f jpUmitia rhHe;jpUg;gpd;> me;j 
jpUkzq;fspd; vz;zpf;if

Ø 2022y; gq;fpy; eilngw;w jpUkzq;fspd; nkhj;j 
vz;zpf;if

Fwpg;G: G+h;j;jp nra;j jhis jia$He;J 16> [dthp> 2023Mk; Njjpf;Fs; 
mQ;ry; topahf Maupd; nrayH mYtyfj;jpw;F mDg;gTk;.

gq;Fj;je;ijapd; ifnahg;gk; kw;Wk; gq;fpd; Kj;jpiu
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