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Feast Mass, Our Lady of Lourdes’ Shrine, Feast Mass, 5t. John Bosco's Church,
Lourdupuram Goundampalayam

Feost Mass. Sacraments of Laying the foundation for New Church,
Holy Communion and Confirmation, Church of Qur Lady of Nativity, Udumalpet

5t. John De Britto's Church, R § Puram
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Lighting Ceremony for 10,11,12th Students, Ordinary 7th Sunday Mass,
St. Michael's Mat. Hr. Sec. School Velankanni Arokia Madha Church, Selvapuram
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Intention of the Pope

For the New Martyrs

Pope Francis invites prayer “for those around

the world who risk their lives for the Gospel,

to inspire the Church with their courage and
missionary zeal.”

Fr. Secretary
Bishop's House, Post Box No. 6, Coimbatore - 641 001.
www.coimbatore diocese.org | chebishophouse@gmail.com
= 1 +91 94430 39182
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Dear Rev. Fathers, Religious and People of God,

On 5th of March, we commence the holy season of Lent with Ash
Wednesday, a time of preparation for the celebration of Easter
through penance, prayer and works of Charity. In a nutshell, it is one
of the best seasons in the liturgical calendar. During this Lenten
period, the Church gives us numerous pious activities to look back
onour life and make use of this season to renew ourselves spiritually.
In this season, we are earnestly exhorted to wvisit the churches
trequently, spending more time before the Blessed Sacrament. Let
us follow this excellent practice and be reconciled with God and
neighbors. Another excellent piety given to us is the way of cross
which helps us to contemplate the passion of Our Lord and
participate in the resurrection of Christ. In the words of St. Paul, this
is the favorable time and this is the day of salvation. This is the right
moment to return to God.

We are also exhorted to do some fasting and the money we save
through this fasting should be given to acts of charity, such as
helping the poor and the needy. Our Pope Francis says that the
tasting which is not oriented towards helping the poor is considered
to be a false fasting. Let us take to heart the advice of the Pope in
helping the poor and the needy. Almsgiving is an act by which God
forgives and forgets our sins. Please instruct your parishioners to do
charity during this season.

On 19th of March, the church celebrates the feast of the great
Saint, St. Joseph. He is the patron saint of our minor seminary. We
wish Fr. Rector, Vice-Rector and all the seminarians a Happy Feast
and promise our prayers for them. The construction of minor
seminary is still pending and the papers are with the officials. Kindly
pray earnestly so that all the hurdles will be solved. At this juncture,
as you know, there is a paucity of vocations in our diocese. The best
place for the vocation is the families. Kindly instruct the parents to
foster vocations in their families. It is the duty of the parents to
nurture vocation.

Thanking you and with manifold God's blessings

Yours devotedly in Christ

+L. Thomas Aquinas
Bishop of Coimbatore é

Bishop's Message




Bishop's Engagements

N

Date/Time Programme Place
01.03.2025 Community Hall Blessing [ 5t. Aloysious’ Church,
Sat / Eve Dharapuram.
02.03.2025 |Nuptial Mass 5t. Michael's Cathedral,
Sun / Mor Coimbatore.

Eve Renovated Church Blessing | S5t. Mary's Magdalene
Church, Karamadai
05.03.2025 |[Ash Wednesday Mass Holy Eucharist Church,
Wed / Mor Mallur.
Eve Ash Wednesday Mass 5t. Michael's Cathedral,
Coimbatore.
06.03.2025 Completion of Follow-up Bishop's House
Thu / Eve Proceedings of the Coimbatore.
Beatification of the Servant
of God Joseph Louis Ravel
10.03.2025 Workshop on Commission | TASSOS, Trichy
Mon/Mor for Migrants
15.03.2025  |Jubilee Mass for Disabled Star Special School,
Sat / Eve Children Ondipudur.
16.03.2025 Mass for the Tercentennial | 5t. Aloysious' Church,
Sun / Mor Birth Anniversary of Pietro | Dharapuram.
Biagio Licchetta, 5]
(Rayanandar Swami)
19.03.2025 Minor Seminary Feast Mass | Jeeva Jothi Ashram,
Wed / Mor Bishop's House.
Eve Adoration and Minor Jeeva Jothi Ashram,
Seminary Feast Celebrations | Bishop's House.
23.03.2025 Awarding the Pupils of Bible| Jeeva Jothi Ashram,
Sun / Mor Class Bishop's House.
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Date/Time Programme

Place

26.03.2025
Wed / Eve

Annual Day Celebrations

Bishop Ambrose College,

Coimbatore.

30.03.2025
Sun / Eve

Jubilee Mass for the Pilgrims

Rosary Retreat Centre,

Karumathampatti.

From Vicar General's Desk

D

Dear Rev. Fathers,
Greetings from Fr. Vicar General,

This month, recollection will be in Vicariate level.

MEDICAL FUND PAID FROM 28.01.2025 TO 24.02.2025

S.Ne PARISH AMOUNT
1 RATHINAPURI PARISH 15,000.00
2 KARUR PARISH 10,000.00
TOTAL 25,000.00
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Bible Commission j

On Sunday 2nd February, 2025, Bible Class was
conducted at the Basilica of Our Lady of Rosary,
Karumathampatty. Fr. C. Lawrence began with the
introduction and history on the Book of Revelation. He clearly
explained, chapters four, five and six of the Book of
Revelation verse by verse and responded to the queries of the
participants. Refreshments provided to all the participants.
Congratulations to Fr. K. M. C. Arun, Fr. Andrews Arokiara)
and the parishioners.

On Sunday 16th February, 2025, Bible Class was
conducted at the Church of St. Catherine, Tirupur. Fr. C.
Lawrence elucidated the meaning and significance of the
Word of God and the Sacraments. He also explained the first
three chapters of the book of Revelation verse by verse. He
responded the queries of the participants. Refreshments and
lunch were provided to all the participants. Congratulations to
Fr. Arul Jebamalai Raj, Fr. Sagayaraj and the parishioners.

Bible Commission is pleased to inform that the Ninth
Class of the Sixth Cycle of Certificate course was conducted
on 23rd February, 2025 at Jeeva Jyothi Ashram, Bishop's
House, Coimbatore. There were around 100 participants. Fr.
C. Lawrence conducted all four sessions. He started with the
recap of the Book of Revelation and provided a synthesis of
what had been taught in the book of Revelation in the previous
lectures. He explained about the Tree of Life, and Tree of
Knowledge in relation to Salvation History, focusing on the
mission of Jesus on the earth. He expressed in detail on the
phrase “God created man in his likeness and image. He
enumerated “LIKENESS” in relation to “Intellect and Will™

4
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and IMAGE in relation to Grace. He clarified the role of Mary
in the History of Salvation.

He then explained from Chapter Six to Chapter Sixteen,
highlighting the important and key phrases in these chapters to
decode the Book of Revelation. One could witness the zeal,
enthusiasm and inquisitiveness of the participants. Finally, Fr.
C. Lawrence responded to the following queries: 1. Why do
we usually bury the dead? 2. What is the destiny of Judas
[scariot? 3. How do we understand 1 Cor 15:45-497 4.
Miracles are taking place for the people (in the Crowd) If so
why does Markan Jesus urge the crowd to be silent? 5. Even
though we have received the Holy Spint through the
Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, why do we commit
sin? etc. The delicious lunch was sponsored by Mr. Ravi
Shankar, Mrs. Lizzy and Mrs. Catherine Priya of Infant Jesus'
Shrine, Kovaipudur.

[ extend my sincere thanks to the Most Rev. Dr. L. Thomas
Aquinas, Bishop of Coimbatore for his continuous prayer and
support. My heartfelt thanks to Very Rev. Msgr. John Joseph
Stanis, Vicar General, Fr. Antony Jesuraj, Director of Pastoral
Centre, and Rev. Fr. J. Antony Selvaraj, the procurator. | offer
my appreciation to Mr. Alphonse, Mr. Ruben Jeyaraj, Miss.
Prabha and Mr. Leo for their meticulous arrangements. [
express my gratitude to Mrs. Rani, Mrs. Julie, Daisy and all
the volunteers for their service. Glory be to God.

Rev. Fr. C. Lawrence
Secretary, Bible Commission
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News from CRI ) ﬂ

CRIConsecrated Day Celebrations
CRI—Coimbatore Vicariate

The CRI Unit of Coimbatore Vicariate joyfully celebrated
Consecrated Day on 02.02.2025 at Mount Carmel Parish,
Podanur. The event began with a solemn prayer service,
followed by a symbolic sapling planting, signifying growth in
consecrated life. Seeking the intercession of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the participants recited the Rosary.

The highlight was the Eucharistic
celebration, presided over by Rev. Fr
Melchior, the Episcopal Vicar, with
concelebrating Religious priests. His §
reflection deepened the understanding of
consecrated life. With the participation of 70
Religious from various congregations, the day

cum]uded with an Agape mea] z-trengthemng fraternal bonds
and fostering a spirit of communion.
CRI-Dharapuram and Erode vicariates

February 2nd, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord and the
World Day for Consecrated Life, was joyfully celebrated b}r the

Coimbatore CRI unit across Dharapuram
and Erode vicariates under the guidance of
Rev. Fr. Christopher CssR, CRI President.
The celebration took place at Saleth
Madha Church, Chinnadharapuram, }
warmly welcomed by Rev. Fr. Victor 5% _J;,. ;

Anthony Raj. el #r" v
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The day began with the blessing of candles, followed by a
procession as a renewal of religious commitment. The
Eucharistic celebration, led by religious members, was a
profound experience. A vocation prayer was recited and shared,
inspiring families to nurture vocations.Marking the Jubilee, CRI
initiated planting 100 trees in each vicariate, with Rev. Fr.
Christopher planting the first sapling. A special prayer
highlighted the need for environmental care. The parish priest
honored the participants with ponnadai. The celebration
concluded with refreshments, fostering joy and fraternity.

Pollachi Vicariate— Consecrated Day Celebration

On February 2, 2025, the religious of Pollachi Vicariate
gathered at Our Lady of Lourdes Church to celebrate
Consecrated Life, renewing their commitment with joy and
passion. The Eucharistic celebration, presided over by Fr.
Arockiara) OCD, emphasized trust in God and bearing fruit in
mission.

A special moment of renewal was led by Fr. Jacob, the parish
priest, as religious moved to the altar, singing "All to Jesus |
Surrender”, silently renewing their vows. The faithful prayed for
vocations and acknowledged the role of religious in the
Church.The day concluded with a candle procession, a sapling
planting, and the distribution of vocation prayer cards and
saplings, fostering awareness of environmental care. A time of
fraternity and refreshment marked the end of this meaningful
celebration.

_




CRI-Mettupalayam Vicariate

The Consecrated Life Day was joyfully celebrated at Fathima
Church, Gandhi Puram, bringing together seven priests, three
religious congregations, and three sisters. It was a moment of
spiritual renewal, unity, and gratitude for religious service. The
celebration concluded with an inspiring message, encouraging
consecrated individuals to continue their mission with renewed
zeal and faith.

Sr. Nirmala Joris (SSA)
St. Ann's Convent, Thirumalaipalayam,
Coimbatore Diocese CRI Unit.

_




News from CMSSS

N

Dear Fathers and Sisters,

Greetings Fathers

We conducted a Nabfins training session for the field
coordinators. Repayment collection and the mobile app entry
process were the main topics of
the input session. They learned
from the trainers the importance
of the mobile entry and receipt
book procedures. The meeting
took place in the CMSSS
conference room. The training
with the Nabfins trainers lasted for one hour. The coordinators
expressed concerns about loan repayments and cellphone access,
and they also talked about the practical challenges they encounter
in the field. Their questions were answered by Nabfins' trainers.
The coordinators' performance in the future will be more efficient
as aresult of the session.

Meetings with regional leaders from each CMSSS region
were held. Approximately fifty representatives from our areas
attended the meeting, which took place in CMSSS Hall. The
celebration of Women's Day and the development of SHGs in
their different areas were the
main topics of the meeting. The
current state of the SHGs and the
challenges of reviving the
groups in the face of several
issues were also discussed
during the conference. The
Director instructed them on problem-solving approaches. The
SHGs' current state was assessed in order to identify practical
future solutions. The Director complimented the field
coordinators’ efforts and the collaboration of the regional leaders.
A few bullet points were taken for the upcoming conference,
which is scheduled for March B, 2025, at CMSSS.
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At the Valparai region, we had a tailoring unit session. It
concerns the 'ARI' training, which 1s well-known throughout the
state. The training would assist the women in generating some
revenue for their family. Thus, with the trainer's assistance, we
had scheduled a training session at Valparai. Ten days were spent
in the training session. In our
CMSSS hall, around fifteen women g 8 4
attended the continuous session. The
women greatly benefitted from this
instruction. 1 want to express my §
gratitude to the field coordinator for
giving this training session. The next
few months will see the result of this instruction. I also like to
thank Fr. Jegan for blessing the training and for his assistance.

The domestic survey is being carried out throughout all of our
CMSSS regions. In recent months, we have gathered over a
thousand forms as part of the program. We have already met
twice with seven hundred women in Pollachi and Coimbatore.
We still intend to pursue this goal of forming them into a union.
The goal of our field coordinators’ days was to visit the field and
gather as many forms as possible by the end of May. Only women
who work in nearby households were the focus of the domestic
survey. They were there when the ten questions on the
questionnaire were completed. [ express my gratitude to all of the
regional leaders and coordinators who are collaborating on this
endeavour.

In order to form SHGs in the Pollachi and Kinathukadavu
areas, the new groups were met. The new groups are discovered
and established in Kinathukadavu and Pollachi's outskirts. For
the meeting with our field coordinator and trainer, the new group
leaders were assembled. The vision of a SHG and the advantages
of forming a group were explained to the new group leaders. TH
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leaders were given a thorough explanation of how to form a SHﬁ
and what to. The SHG leaders voiced their concerns, and all of the
information regarding the SHG group was clarified for them. |
want to express my gratitude to the trainers and all of the

attendees for setting up this gathering.

.

KOLPING

On February 6th, we traveled to the Somanur region and the
other villages in order to form new groups. We first traveled to
Somanur. The parish priest talks about the group, and he gives us
permission to visit the people and explain the benefits of Kolping.
After that, members asked questions about Kolping, and they
received satisfactory responses. | would want to thank Fr. John
Xavier and Fr. Ignatius for encouraging the members to join the
kolping in order to raise their level of living.

We also had another meeting at
Mariya Nallur to discuss Kolping's
structure and benefits. They were given
a description of how Kolping can help
them in their particular situation. After .=
the members asked questions about the g
inner workings of Kolping, we had a |
one-and-a-half-hour group discussion |
with them and encouraged and guided | =
them to join as a group in their
neighborhood.

Additionally, we attended another &
gathering in Pallapalayam and the
nearby village. They attended the group to learn more about
Kolping's Structure and the benefits of belonging to the Kolping
family. They were also given an explanation of the Kolping PEI—E
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according to their own situations. After
voicing concerns regarding the
kolping's internal loans and savings as
well as its membership standards, the
members were persuaded and guided
to join as a group in their
neighborhood. We had a general conversation and a discussion
with members following the meeting, which lasted an hour.

On February 10th, we paid a visit to the Punitha Michael
Kolping Family to see the groups. After visiting the folks and
explaining the benefits of Kolping, members posed questions
concerning the practice, to which
they received thorough responses.
The Punitha Michael Kolping family
celebrated their 26th year together,
and it was a lively day. | want to
thank everyone in the group. We
conducted a one-hour group discussion with the members. We
thank the coordinators and all the participants who participated in
the meeting.

We spent Tuesday, February 17th, at the Helping Hand Old
Age Home. They all prepared to rejoice at the old age home in
Valparai Thiru Irudhaiya Kolping Family's sixth year of
existence. There are 55 people living in the house, and Thiru
Irudhaiya Kﬂlpmg family members were gwen lunch and dinner
for the elderly in Kotur and
Alliyar. They spent more time
with the elderly. They asked
about the elderly home's care,
treatment, and food provision,
all of which they reviewed with
the residents. They claimed
they're all doing great, just like our own house. All of them said,
"We are happy in this place, we have peace and spirituality in this
place,” as if Prabhakaran was their own parent. They were in the
old age home for half a day. They provided food for the elderly
residents of the house, and our Kolping family members sat ﬂﬂ
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ate the same meal wiﬁ
them. We are grateful to
all of the participants and
the brother. The head of
the elderly home,
Prabhakaran,
participated in the event.

On February 18, we
traveled to SITRA, with members of the Kolping family. The
coordinator attended the meeting, and the Kolping family
members explained how they were managing the group. The
group members also reviewed and updated their minutes book,
and they welcomed the coordinator by introducing themselves
and their daily activities.
They also discussed a lot of
topics during the meeting.
After the members asked
questions about the inner
workings of Kolping, we had
a one-and-a-half-hour group
discussion with them and
encouraged and guided them to join as a group in their
neighborhood.

On the 20th of February, we made our routine visit to the
Arputha Annai Kolping Family
" in Udumalpet. The meeting

B lasted an hour. Fr. Director
§ Tellis Roch attended the
meeting. The Kolping family
members explained how the
group was run, and the group
members verified their notes
and the minutes book. The group members were greeted by
Father, who also asked them to introduce themselves, share
their personal lives, and discuss a variety of topics during the

meeting.
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COIMBATORE DIOCESE HEALTH COMMISSION
CDHC-HALFYEARLY MEETING

In Trichy, we held the Health Commission's half-yearly
meeting. All the dioceses' secretaries were present for the
meeting. A day was allotted for the meeting. The meeting was
led by the state secretary and the commission chairman. Fr.
Kennedy from the Diocese of Madurai, led an input session for
us. We gave the commission our half-yearly report, which was
completed at the diocesan level over the previous six months.
Along with the chairman's plan, we also created a new one for
the jubilee year. Together with the TNBC calendar for the year,
we are expected to include the diocesan ideas and plans. The
diocesean commission has already begun working on the
Jubilee year yearly plan.

DHAMEETING

We met with the congregations' representatives at the DHA
level at the CMSSS hall. There were roughly fifteen attendees
during the conference. The purpose of the gathering was to
establish a health association at the diocesan level that would
represent the state. During the meeting, the purpose of DHA
was outlined, and three candidates were chosen to serve as
president, secretary, and treasurer. The association's president
will be Fr. Giles, its secretary will be Sr. Arokiaselvi, and its
treasurer will be Sr. Anto. They will be represented at CHAI and
CHAT at this inaugural gathering in our diocese. I express my
gratitude to everyone of the clergy who attended the meeting
and for their ideas for the diocese.

INPUT SESSION FORTHE COUPLES

At Cheran Maanagar, we held the monthly gathering for
couples, has we do each month. The meeting took place right Il
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after the mass. Approximately 75 individuals took part in the
program. The wellbeing of the parents and kids at home was the
main topic of discussion. They were given numerous instances
to illustrate how to emotionally
balance and comprehend
parents and children. The |
duration of the session was one |"*
hour. Parenting doubts were ‘I-Jj
expressed by the parents who

took part in the session. They were taught the proper parenting
techniques using real-world examples. For the spouses and
kids, this meeting is more of a mental health program. I
appreciate Fr. Andrew's constant initiative.and all the members
who participated in the program.

UDHAYAM WOMEN FEDARATON TRUST LOAN
DISBURSEMENT DETAILS

We have given checks to women who work in small-scale
industries. They obtain the Udhayam Women Federation Trust
loan to use for the work they have started so that they may
sustain themselves. In a similar vein, fifteen members have
received their debt back from the areas of Coimbatore,
Anamalai, Kinathukadavu, and Pollachi. Some of the groups
are currently being evaluated in order to receive their checks
and loans for the next month.

SN0 BENEFICIARY NAME REGION AMOUNT
1 Merina pollachi 45000
2 Gavyathiri pollachi 45000
3 L.Shanthi pollachi 45000
4 Antony Anjalin pollachi 45000
5 Beena bai pollachi 45000
6 Rama devi pollachi 45000
7 W.MNalini pollachi 45000
Total 3,15,000
Uma maheswari kinathu kadavu 45000
Meenachi kinathu kadavu 45000
10 Rathinammal kinathu kadavu 45000

Total 1,35,000 Il
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imﬁ

11 M.Pathima Anamalai

12 J.Leone Cruz Anamalai 15000
Total 45,000

13 Immaculate Jancy Coimbatore 45,000

14 Akila Coimbatore 45,000

15 C.Thavamani Coimbatore 45,000
Total 1,35,000

NABFINS LOAN DISBURSEMENT DETAILS

Women employed in small-scale industries have been given
checks by us. When they receive a Nabfins loan, they are given
the money to use for the project they started so that they can
sustain themselves. In a similar manner, six members have
received their debt back from the areas of Coimbatore,
Anamalai, Kinathukadavu, and Pollachi. Currently, some of the
groups are being evaluated to get their checks and loans for the

next month.

SL.NO JLG NAME REGION | LOAN AMOUNT
1 Mary Madha ILG Anamalai 3,30,000
2 Saral JLG Anamalai 2,80,000
3 Infand Jesus SHG Coimbatore 5.90,000
d Senganthal LG pollachi 3.10.000
5 Roija ILG pollachi 3,40,000
7] Pasumpoon kinathukadawu

Rev. Fr. Tellis Roch

Director, CMSSS

_
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News from CEEMA 3 ﬁ

Dear Rev. Fathers & Sisters,

Greetings from CEEMA!

We are happy to report our activities for February 2025.
Children Sponsorship Program (CSP)

On February 8, 2025, CEEMA distributed the first instalment
of financial support for the year 2025 to CPSP students at
Thindal. The event began with a welcome dance performed by
the CPSP students, creating an enthusiastic and lively
atmosphere. During the program, the CEEMA director
interacted with the students, offering words of encouragement
and motivating them to excel in their studies. He also extended
his best wishes for their upcoming annual exams.

Due to a slight delay in receiving the instalment amount, the
Christmas gifts could not be distributed earlier. As a result, the
gifts were handed out along with the first installment, ensuring
that every student received their festive presents.

Similarly, on February 9, 2025, the first installment was
distributed at Dharapuram, where CPSP students once again
performed a welcome dance to commence the program. The
director took the opportunity to interact with the students,
encouraging them to focus on their academics and wishing them
success in their exams. Christmas gifts were also distributed to
all students at this location.

Across both locations, a total of 204 students received their
financial support through cheques, ensuring continued
assistance for their educational needs.

[ -
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Distribution of special gifts

On the same day as the distribution of the first installment
for the year, five children from Erode and Dharapuram districts
received special gifts from their donors. These gifts included a
bicycle, a study table, a rice cooker, and a mixer, thoughtfully
chosen to support the students in their daily lives and education.

The students were overjoyed to receive these gifts, which
served as a great source of encouragement for them. Their
heartfelt gratitude was evident as they sincerely thanked their
benefactors for their generosity and support. The gifts not only
brought happiness but also motivated them to continue striving
for excellence in their studies.




"Christ has no body now but yours, no hands, no feet on earth
but yours." —St. Teresa of Avila

Rev.Fr. G. Rosario Vinoth
Director, CEEMA Il
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May God grant them eternal rest

D6-03-1854
D6-03-1868
13-03-1929
14-03-1924
19-03-1933
19-03-1942
20-03-1901
20-03-2009
21-03-1861
22-03-1887
22-03-1943
26-03-1920
28-03-1934
28-03-2007
29-03-1996
31-03-2016

A}

Rev.Fr. Louis Perceval
Rev.Fr. A_H.Avrial

Rev.Fr. Critenat

Rev.Fr. FX Vieillard

Rev.Fr. 8. Arulanthar

Rev.Fr. Boulanger

Rev.Fr. AJ. Lemarchand
Rev.Fr. A Jerome

Rt. Rev.Fr. Msgr. C.Bonnand
Rev. Fr. L.A. Metayer

Rev. Fr. Gnanapragasanathar
Rev.Fr.Arul

Rev.Fr. Petit

Rev.Fr.M.5 Michael

Rev. Fr.M.Irudayam

Rev. Fr. Oubagarasamy

Ctemal rest,
grant unto them U Lord

3
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